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[VDGEMENT 
OF THAT REVE- 


REND AND GODLY LERNED 


MAN, M. LAMBERT DANE&VS, TOV- 


ching certainepoints now in controucrfte,contal- 
ned in his prefaccbeforc his com mentary vpon 
the firſt Epiſtleto Timothie, written in La» 
_ tine, anddedicated by him to the 
Princeof Orange. 


BVT NOVV TRANSLATEDIN- 


TO ENGLISHE, FOR THE BEHOFE 


and comfort of all thoſe, who (notvnderſtans 
ding the Latine ton gue) aredeſirous 
_ toknowthe truethin 
choſe points, 


- 
£1 XX Ault rn. 5 


TS 


TOTHE _ HIGH AND 
MIGHTIE PRIN CE, WILLIAM: 
Prince of Orange, Earle of N alaw;rhe moſtvali-, 
ant maintainer & defender of Chriſts glorie, 
in Holland and Zeland: 4 EE vl 
| Np from the Lord. + 0. 
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I Tis an aids vine (a6 noble 
I prince)vſcdalſoof Ariſtotleythat 
FR there is nothing:more- beutifull 
Mx) inthewholframe of nature then/ 
=2| comlineſſe and good: order, For 
: 'whar confuſed and: CENT, ER 
| trhingcan be leaſant to theeye-z ordelighiſome Orderbow 
eahcthv intro ER nochingaral.And — 
in deedeiftheſe things that ether welooke vpont 
' with the eies of our bodie;, or conſider with the 
faculties of ourminde, ſzeme vnto vs neitherto — _ 
be orderlydiſpoſed, nortocleauetogetherbyas. .... 
ny comodious ſituation: -nor ordered by any de< 
centandſeemely:maner; weepreſently giue ſen- 
tence, tharthey haue neither profit; nordelight 
In themAndwee doenoelefſeabhorre ſuch va« .- _ + 
| cotnly fi x Oivenaheg we delightto look vponthoſe 
things which are diſtibpuilhed into their natural . 
and properpatts.' And'this that Iſpeake'is verifi» | 
o to DE true in kingdoms, i s La ls dow 


le” wu 


| _ THE IVDGEMENT Or 2 _ 
IR LOWDESAN.VLAgesn, riyuathouſes,in gardens, 


in teildes, inwildernefles, and in what ſoener ci- 
thernature bringeth forth, ormans witand indu- 


ſtrjeinuenteth; as not only experience ir ſclfe, bur. 
euenthe common voice of al men;both godly & 


_ prophanc dothiwitnefſe.”Tobe bnefe, the world 


it ſelfe being the'moſt beurifull worke of Gods 


ownchand , is of the Grecians called xcoues for | 


the orderand comlineflethat 4s therein... 
 Whereby their opinion: apeareth to be moſt 


006 deteſtable,which not only delight them ſclues in 


diforder & confuſion: butalſo(by remouing of al 


_oee order) do indeuortoturncuery thingvpſide 


wn;&toinducea generallmixtore of al things 
both priuar& publick-Thewhich fort of men,as 


being'the monſters & common plagues of man- 


kind, the Auncients were wont to cal vnruly and 

_ © vnbrideled [pirits.But concerning comlines and 
___ goodorder;this-wearetothinkeofit; that as the 
_ fſameisnotonely profitable, but alſo.moſt neccf- 

ſary euery where: ſoceſpecially ought itto.haue 

| Gets placein the church of God, as the Apoſtle Paule 
40. bycxprefiecommaundementdoth tcachvs. For 
the church is the houſe. of God, that-great King 

of Kinges, Wherein thereforeal things ought ro 

. bedonecircumſpetly, icemly,/and decently, & 

The diſho 45 Paul him-ſelte ſpekerth,honeſtlyand according 
no: of god ynt6 good order, but nothing confuſedly & dil- 


diſorder and adiſhonot'ynro the Maieſty of thehouſhoul- 


= orderly.leaſtthediſorderof thehouſe beaflaine, 
Church, der him {clfe 3 who 4s the gteat and the mwightie. | 


God, 


Res 
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MASTER BANAEVS,&e. 
God;And ro thispurpoſehe himſe}feofhis great 
 mercie hath preſcribed in hisworde, notonely: 
thoſe things, whichareneceſſatie ro eternall life, 
and concearnethe-ground-worke/and faluation 
ofhis Church ': But-alſo hath-manifef ed thoſe 
pointes whichare behoofefull vntothe right! 
uernement and beautie of his Church,leaſt there 
ſhuld be anything appertaining rc the right con- 
ſtitution of his houſe, whereof, weſhouldnot be 
Fully: and ſufficiently inſtructed out of his owne 
mouth.And to the endtharthoſe rules which be- 
long vnto the regiment of the church;ſhould ex« 
preſly, bee ſcueredand diſtinguiſhed, from thoſe 
pointes which containethe doqrine of iuſtifiyng 


faith, they are generally called of allen, by the pines 


name of Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline. For 'cuen as 
that partofgods word;and the knowledge of his 
truth, which teacherh vs what weare to beleeve, 
concerning God the Father, concerning Chriſt, 
together with his natures and offices, concerning 
the holy Ghoſt, concerning the cauſes of ourſal- , .. 
uvation,and concerningerernallife,dorhcontane 
the very bohies andfinows,andas itwerexthebes | 
ingandeſſenceof thebddye ofthiechoreticSothe | 
ſame part ofy word of God;whichſettothdowne 
the rules of Eeclefiaſticali Diſcipline, doth make 
 Vpthe-ornamentesand ewelsofthe Bod) ms 
chncel whickelty ieivartired; andwithoutw 
+risno other, thena bodymnaked;: anidweinfwoie 
cloathing. So thathereby we may ſce,what anere 
IT agreement! there'is yugns 
theſe 


THEIVDGEMENT OF | 
_ theſe two, to wit, betweene thedoRrineand dil- 
cipline-of the Church. For except you joine ec- 
cleſtaſtical diſcipline, vnto the light & profeſſion 
of therruth,an aſſembly of men, cuen embraſing 
the purity of the ward preached,:ſhalbe nothing, 
buta naked body bereaued and-deſtituteofalat- 
tire,and ornaments. Andtherefore is this eccleſi- 
aſtical diſcipline rightly tearmed by ſome ofthe 
Ancient fathers, to be the keeper ofthedoctrine 
of faith, rhe mother of vertue, the bond of hone- 
ſtie, andthe very finewe of chriſtian ſociety. The 
force whereof indeede, is ſogreate, thatiralone 
bringeth vnto the church,whatſocuer weaccount 
- . to be the comlineſſe, beuty,brightnes,and orna- 
ment thereof, and it makeththe ſame ſo pleaſant 
ynto the cies, that (as Tertullian ſaith) the here» 
tickes (which were alwaics the greateſtand moſt 
deadly enemies thereof) did ſpitefully cal ecclefi- 
- aſtical diſcipline,a baite to enſnare,andaluremen -. 
tolonethechurch. - 
p16. OEcing therefore this diſcipline is arule and a 
diſcipline Pate of thatjuſtice,wherebythe ourwarde order 
 whenitbe- andithelawful goucrnmentofthe'whole church 
5" i$tontained : whoare they thatwith any coulor 
canpretend;thatether the ſame isto be deſpiſed, 
ornottobelabored for? VVYhoſe inſtitution bes 
2innothril ynderthenewe Teſtament; but was 
firſtordainedvrider the lawe by God himſelfe; as 
thatworthie profeſſor ofthe Hebrue tongue;and 
my ftellow-laborer,Cornelius Bertram,hath long 
fince very learnedly-taught'iwhis booke concer- 
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MASTER DANAEVS,%e.. 


ning the pollicy of the ewes. For-what els but 


_ thepreſctibing of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline doethe 
lawes of God meanc,which diſtinguiſhethetribe 


of Lenie fromalothertribes,that out of itonely, 
the miniſters of the temple ſhoulde bechoſen, 8 . 
within:the ſame tribe, doe ſcuere the office of - 


the prieſt from the Leuits,& ſer downe what was 


 theauthority both of the high prieſt , and ofthe - 
_ xefſtof thoſe that had todoe withtheprieſthood. 


 Andwhatelsdoetheſelawes meane,which ſette 
down, what rites and drinke offrings wererequi- 
red in euery kinde of ſacrifice? 'To concludethe 
whole ceremonial lawe appointed bythe Lorde 
him ſelfe , whatels I praye you is it, buta moſt 


ample and a moſt cleate deſcription ofecclefiaſti- | 


cal diſcipline? Andas the Lord was not ſparingin 
the inſtitution hereof, vnder the olde teſtamenr, 


fully,and largely ſer downe: Whether you regard 
the ordering of thewhole Churchin general; or 
the gouerning of ſome fewein particular. Incon= 
31 7 Sonu FOES ideration 
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_ THE IVDGEMEN T.OF - | 
—_—_— whereof, Ithinkeita wonderful & an | 
 . abſardecaſe,thatafterwardsſo many cannons, ſo 
The Ca- Manydecrees of ſynods,ſo many conſtitutionsof 
nonsof ge churches,both general and particular;were writ. 
nerall and _. MY of . Re 
prouinci- tEnand eſtabliſhed for the ordering of Eccleſiaſti- 


mommy cal goucrnement. For what neede was there of 


' themoſt fhis labour? which only did ariſe from the greate 


par vaine contempt,andignorance of theſe precepts, which 
Is theholy Gholthad ſerdowneby the pea of the 
 Apoltles,andthar becauſe men deſpiſed the waics 

of God, that they mighteſtabliſhrhe inuentions 
oftheir owne braynes, and bring into the church 
their owne tradicions, which forthe moſt part, 
were roo abſurdeand childiſh, and alwaies mere 
contrary vnto the Diſcipline preſcribed in the 
wankatGad;.»; bio of ogh od yerttg 
*:Buthereſome man wil demaund, whether this 
diſcipline be ſopreciſely ſet'downe , and'preferi- 
bedin the newe teſtament, as nothing can be ad- 
ded vntoit,andapointed ſo triftly vaderpaine of 
the Lords _— as men may-not{weruc a- 
ny whitat alfromit?Inthe anſivereof this queſti- 
on; I muſtbe faineto:vſcadiſtintion.-Forthere 
are many andſundry pattes of Eccleſiaſtical dif- 
cipline: whereofthe onedoth containe and de- 
ſcribe/only.a'generalwayand-meaneof placing, 
-gniding ; and rulingthe:Church, in-wharfocuer 
place andcauntry of the world it dothremaine, 
 Asforexample;that only the voice of our Lorde 
Telus Chriſtistobe/hardeinthechurch;'andno 
other. Thatthe ſacraments arc'onlyto __ 
re 


wy 


MASTER DANAE VS,&e 
red vnto the godly, andfaythfull, and-all other 
pointesthatare of likekinde, which generally re- 
ſpettheconſeruation of the Church. The other 
parte. doth handle, and declare more particularly 

the rule of gouerning the ſame, This latter parte 

of Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline containeth 4; heades,. 

Firſt the eletton of theſe perſons, whicharecal- 

led vnto ſome Ecclcſiaſticall office, Secondlye, 
adeſcription ofthe offices and callings ofthe per- 

ſons that areeleted: Thirdly,the way andmaner 
ofadminiſtringchurch cenſures, as wel publick- 

ly before the aſſembly of theelders,as'otherwiſe. 

The fourth is concerning the receiuing into the 
Church,of them that are vnder the cccleſiaſticall 
cen{ures,cither ſuſpended, orexcommunicated, 
Whenas the queſtion istherfore, whethereuery 
particular of theſe heades, beſo fetdowne in the Some 
word;that nothingcanbe addedthereunto, Tan: ing: < 
{were that in cuery worke, cauſe,and aftion,thereme * 


” i tial. thi 4465, things ac- 
are ſome things efſential, and {ome thingesacci- 77085 2c- 


dental. Thoſe thingesare eſſential, which contain'in the regi | 


the whol nature ofthe thing, 01 ſomepartethere-->* of 
of, as inthis argument. Ifany maninthelaweful 
calling of Paſtors or other churchiofficers;thatare 
to be cholen (hal deny , eitherthattheir life and 
doctrine are to be tryed:! or thatthe approbation. 
of theptoplezis to be had intheir choiſe,hedeni- 
_eththoſethings which areeſſentialvnto allawe- 
_ fuleleQtions. In like ſort, ifany manſhal ſay that 
thistryal is not tobe had by the chutch, and that 
by many: butby one manalone.,and ſhall gh 6 
Com Janes : 


the church 
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THEIVD GEMENT OF ©” 
that the Churchis ro ſtande inthis caſe vnto the 
meare determination of one,hetaketh away thoſe 
things which are cfſeatial in eleRion. But ifa man 
ſhoulde reaſon, that this yall by many.is to bee 
done inthis or that place, at chisor that time, af. 
ter.this or thatmaner, heſpeakech only of thoſe 
things whicuareaccidental. As for example, the 
ancient manner in times paſt of cletion, and try - 
al of Paſtors was, that he ſhoulde be choſen by 3; 
Biſhops,or Paſtors that were next vnto him, togi- 
therwith the Elderſhip, and church whereofhee 
was to be Paſtor. And this was done onely inthe 
merropolitan City, at acertaineandanapointed 


time, namely in the time ofpublickefaſt: to bee 


ſhort, he was choſen not by the bare conſent, and: 
voice of the people, butby the lifting vp of their 


hands which was called x#poroy/a,al which things 
_ areto be accounted accidentarie,and notefſenti- 


alin eletion, This therefore wee conclude,thar 
whatſocuer by the word of God is commanded 


tobe doneand obſerued inthe gouernment of 


the church,whetherit be c6cerning pelcRion,or 
the offices of thoſe that are called, or whatſocuer 
head of eccleſiaſtical diſciplineitdothreſpe:we 
conclude I fay,thatto be altogether eſſential. Buc 
as for thoſe thinges which are adjudged, and ap- 
pointed in cuery particular prouince,or Church, 
to be moſt commodious to efte&,and praiſerhe 
former points,we hold che to be buraccidentary 
matters. As that the preaching of the word ſhold 
be atthis hower,ratherthen atan other, That the 
| | i. A ESE church 


- MASTFR,DANAEVS| 
chorch{houtd rather hanethisnumber of Elders 
and deacons;then that. Al which things are to be 
heldaccidentary, & inno wiſe eſſential vnto the 
gouerment of the Church, 


_ | Nowe thereforevnto-the preſent queſtion in | 
hand,according vnto this diſtin tion wee anſwer 


that ſuch things as areeſſentiall vato Church go- 
uernment, ſhould be cither augmented or dimi- 
niſhed, bythe commandements &lawes of men. 
Bue as forthe things thatareaccidental wee deny 
not,butthey may be increaſed, diminiſhed,quali- 
 hedor augmented, notonly by euery prouince, 


afterthis ſorte,thatwee nin holdeit vnlawful, 


but euen by particular Churches, as they finde 


them conuenient, orincommodious vnto their 
ſtate, and to ſpeake in a word, as occaſton ofthe 
circumſtances of places, times, and petſons,ſhall 
require, TH lie 
And after the ſelfe ſame manner, wee anſwere 
vntothatother demaunde of ſome, which would 
know,whetherthe Church may ſivarue from that 


order of gouernement,which is ſer downe inthe -- 
writings of the Apoſtles, and whether the one &-- 
the felfeſame forme of Church regiment 8 diſ--- 
_ Cipline,ought to beeſtabliſhed in al thechurches - 
that profefſe the Goſpell? For, if win 4s 1 of - 

| (6) hegouet--- 


thoſe thinges which are eſſential vntotheg 
ment ofthe church,theanſweris,that al churches 
are boundalike to obſerue and keepe them inut- 


_ olable, a3thatthe gouernement ofthe Church 
ſhoulde be Ariſtocratical, that isin thehandes of 
v9) B many, 


PR ERIE Dog - 4 


THE IVDGEMENT 'Ot 
many,andnot monarchical, that is inthe handes 
of one,and that euery congregation ſhould have 

| 1 ae. InitaSenateorcompany of Elders, choſe bythe ' 
ches there Church, without whom, neither the Paſtor,nor a- 
roreare ny manels, isto dealeintheaffairs ofthe church, 
be gouer- and thatin cuery congregation, thete bee ſoine 
yn bag cenſuring of wickednes, and of varuly manners, 

_ © whichcenſuresarenot to bezdminiſtred, bythe 
arbitrimentof oneman : but bythe deliberation 
andjudgmentof the leaders, and pouerners, and 
as Ieromfſaith, of rhe Elders ofthechurch;To be 
ſhort, it is efſential vato eccleſtaſticall diſcipline, 
that the ſentence ofexcommunication bee given 
forth againſtthe obſtinat,and thatit be pronoun- 
ced, notaccording tothe mindeandjJudgement 
of ciuilians, and ſuch as gine ſentence according 
vnto the lawes of man : but by the direRion of 
the officers of the church, which judge acording 
vntothelawes of God,and thatitbe'giuenforth, 
notinacornerby one manalone: but bythe con- 

_ ſent;and inthe preſence ofthe Church, theſame 

»» being 'gachered together forthat purpoſe. And 

»»therefore wee anſwere plainly and directly, that 

»» the ſubſtance; oreſſential partes ofcccleſiaſtical 

»» diſcipline,oughtto berheſame,in al the churches 

-»thar profeſſe the Goſpel, or cary the name ofany 
»» reformation with them, moT 

-» /Buritthe queſtion bee concerning outwarde 
things, which onlyareaccidentary vnto this dif- 
_ cipline,wherinonelythe conuenienceordifcom- | 

- modity.ſtandethia the practiſe, orthe a" of |} 

Eat "MW i _ ſome |} 


\ 
\ 
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F "MASTER DANAEYV'S;&c. 
ſome'thingesindifferent, wee holdethat thoſe 
pointes may bee changeable : yeaand that often = 
times it is requiſitethey ſhouldebee changed, in 
 confideration of the refpec, that isto be had,vn- 
ro-the diucrſitic oftimes , places & perſons. So 
far are wee inthis point, from requiring that eue- 
ry countrey and region ſhoulde betyed vntocthe 
ſameforme of outwarde order. For irmay fal out 
thattheſe thinges which inthis place, andinthis 
countrey is weland commodiouſly done,(As for 
example,thelordsſupperisadminiſtred in France 
once cuery quartet) cannot bee ſo conueniently 
* practiſed in othet regions and countries, After 
this manner it is, that the ſentence of excommus- 
nicationin ſom places is red out of booke, which 
in other Churchesis denounced by rhe Paſtor,as 
the Lord direeth him toſpeake forthe: preſent 
time. Enenſoalſo,the maner isin this Churchof 
Geneua, thathe who hath fallen to Idolatry,and 
defircth afterwardes to bee reconciled vnto the 
Church, maketh confeſſion of his faule:vpon the 
Lords day onely:whereas in other Churches,he 
might doc itat any other day, thatthe Churche 
thinketh conucnienr, Here with vs the penitent 
readethhis confeſſion,in other places he ſpeaketh 
it,as he-is moued for the preſent. Altheſeindiffe- 
rentthings then may haue adiuers forme, accor- 
ding tothe diverſity of places & times,G&c:{a that 
alwaics the correction of maners, the acknowe- 
ledging ofthefaulr; the ſeperation. ofthe goates 
from theſheepe,berctained —__ 


[ 


«4 - 
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thoſethinges done, which Godrequirethto bee 
put .in execution, And ſo this point be euermore 
practiſed, thatthe Church and houſe of God bee 
orderly gouerned, thatitmayappearenotto bea 
cadge of vncleane birdes, butthe well goucrned 
familic ofthe liuing God. LT oo! 
Theſubſtancethereforeandeflential partes of 
. diſcipline,oughtto bee one and theſelfe ſame,in 
al the Churches of God in whatage or place ſo-+ 
ever they bee, butas for ſuch thinges asareacci. 
gentary taereunto,they ray bee changed. And 
therefore in this queſtion,wee holdeit needefull 
that men ſhould learne alwaies to make a diſtinc+ 
tion betwceene the accidentall and the eſſentiall 
_ partes of Church diſcipline. Furthermore, we ac- 
« count itrmeercly valawetful, thatany man, yeathe 
 « ſupreame Magiſtrate,or yetthe yntuerſal body of 
the true: Church; ſhould goe aboutto change, al- 
ter, remoue, diminiſh oraugment any thing that | 
_ iSEſfeniiall in Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline, For al- 
Thego- thouglinciuil cauſes the King, or the chiefe,ma-. 
ueroment oiſtrare,may byvertue ofthe authority graunted 
church Vnto him by the Lord,make newelawes, andab- 
chanveg._ Fogarethe olde: yer notwithſtanding he hath not 
_** thelikeauthoritic; eitherinaboliſhingand chan- 
_ ging,theefſentialparts of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, 
or yctinadding any thing of his own thereunto. 
The reaſon, whereof 1s moſt manifeſt and cleare, 
For ſeeing theeſpecial ſcope, and end of Eccleſi- 
wh aſtical Diſtiplineis :firſt,, thatithe Paſtors which 
uh /  takechargeof Gods:people;, hauc-a I cal« 
= | | Ing, 
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eccleſjaſticaldiſcipline'is only. intheLords hand 
| þecauſethat he aloneisth& Lord, kingzruler and 
_ lawgiuerof his Church,andhec alone, the onely 
true and lawful indge, and gonernourofthe con» 
ſciences of men; And therefore heealone,isbott 
to;preſcribe the rules of thi lajvfull callings, of 
ſuchas areto bcare office in his houſe,andalſoto 
fer downethe way;howethe conſciences of men 
may bee mooued:;,,and repehtaunce wroughtin 
them; 4n which two points/(as xvehaue ſayd)the 
chiefe force and drift ot Eccleſtaſticall diſcipline 
_ ts contained, And concerning thele matters,nei: 
ther king;nor-yetthe whole body ofthe Church, 
haucauthority to preſcribe any other lawesthen 
thoſe, which Chriſt himſelfe hath ſerdowne. For - 
the Church itſclfeis noother thenaſeruaunt, to 
beruled by the commaundementsof God hirſo» 
_ ueraigne Lorde, andnota:Queenc, or a Ladyto 
preſcribe vntoiher ſelf, what tawe the likes beſt, 
andas for Kings and Princes , they are members 
and notheads of the Church;membersindeede, 
thataretabereuerencedabouethereſtjinreſpeRt 
_ oftheitcalling,yetmembers inſ{uch ſott,as inthe 
goucrningofthe Churche, they are notto com» 
 maundas they liſt: buttheirduety isonely to be 
carefull, thatthe commaundements ofthe Lord - 
may bee putin execution;by,and amongelt theig 
\ 11311;9 | nn IN ſubjects. 
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FubieRes, Foroutof all conttoucyfie,theLorde 
alone isto appoint and ordaine Ecclefiaſticallve- 
cationsand callinges, asheeistheonely ſearcher 
andruler of the{oule andcconſcience. And there- 
fore, ſceingtheruling oftheconſciences of men, 
 andtheſubduing ofchem'ivaro the obedience of 
God, is the end wherefore: Eccleſiaſticall Diſci- 
plinc is ordained: The way andithe means,wher: 
byrhatworkeistobeeffeted, can be ſhewed by 
_ nont,faue onelyby the Lorde alone, becauſe hee 
only madeand formed the confcienceand mind 
ofman,he only knoweth how they may beruled, 
turned and changed: and heonelyis the Lord of 
them. Whencciris,that roſeckeany where els(c- 
ſpecially from the mouth of natural man)ſaue on 
lyattheword of God, thelawstoruleandguide 
_ theconſcience;is nothing els,burtohuntafterer- 
roursand deluſions;andto offer extreame injuric 
vatothemaieſty of God, which claimeth this aus 
thority vnto himſelfe alone. We donor deny, but 
that kings and Princes together with their coun-. 
ſcllours 5 and ſuch as are well ſeenerin matters of 
ſtare may deuiſe and enat wholſome lawes for 
the maintaining of publickepeace among their 
ſabie&s : buttoinuentand ordaine newe lawes 
(befidesthoſe thatare preſcribed in Gods word) 
wherewith they would rule and bindethecon- 
{ciences of men, or to appoint & ena ordinans . 
ces and conſtitutions, concerning thelawful cal 
| lings of thoſe thatgouerne the Churctv, (which 
isthe houſe of God, and notthemaniion vfanis 
406 1et Los carthly 
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eatthly Prince) they haue ne wattantnor autho» 
titieatall Yea, (andas hath beneſayd) thewhole 
Church of God, gathered and aflembledrogea» 
therina generall Councell, hath no authorinear 
al L to take any: ſuch worke in -h and, | Jn ſomu 


as, whatlocuicrgenerall-Councels hate. cnacted 
andconſtituted diffetentfrom,or contrary vnto 
the ſubſtance of EccleſiaſticallDifcipline,preſcris 
 bedinthe worde of God, it was nothing els, but 
plainetyrannie, and a moſt-injurious viurpation 


of the rightwhich: bclongeth vnto/the Lordeas 


lone, although ir.cannor beedenied; butthoſe 
Councelsand afſemblies perſwaded themſelues 
that they wentabour-nofuch matter, butifitens 


ded afarre better, and amore holie purpoſe;The - 


confuſion , and miſerable ruinc ofthe Church, 
folowed vpon their purpoſes, domanifeſtly ſhew 
thetruth hereof, Foriftheyhadretainedthardis 


ſcipline ofthe Apoſtles,andappointednov'o 


the Church of God had not allenintotha has 


rible diſorder, wherewith,at the length, itwas las 
mentably overthrowen, oe brig fone, 


ad * %.4 


; - Doc youtbenvillſome men ſay; condemne - 


all thoſe-Churches, that receiued-the poſpell; 


wherein;eithec no Ecclefiafticall diſciplinearall; 


oratthe leaſt;thatordained by the Apoſtles,isnot 
obſerucdz but hauecithercorruptedche trueiDi: 
ſcipline;orfibRitute 12121; - 
tothis odiouns queſtion;/wherewith wehaue bene 
often cumbred,wee anſwere plainely, andyetlo« 
uingly and modeſtly, thatweindecd do _ 
01 | lemne 


$;in ſtead thereof. Vans - 
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demnethoſe-Churches and congregations,wher 


idolatry.is bamiſhed, andthe pure andtrueprea- | 


ching of the Goſpellretained , as notbeeing the 
Churches of G O'D: notwithſtanding, that they 
wanmand injdy not the true gouerenment of the 
- Church. Forthefandamentall;andtrue; and in- 
fallible note'of gods Church heere vpon carth,is 
onely one, namely, cheword of God rrulyprea- 
chedby a lawful Paſtor,the whichrrue preaching 
ofthe worde,whereſocuerit bee, theremen'may 
boldly conclude, the Lordes flocke tobec a'rem- 
nant,according totheſaying of ourfauior Chriſt, 
My'ſheepe heare my voyce: yeazand wee hould 
thisflocke to bee the flocke of God, although'it 
wantboth the adminiſtration of the ſacraments, 
and the vſe and praQtiſe of the true Diſcipline of 
the Church. And whereas theſe 2. laſtmarkes, 
to wit, the ſacraments,anddiſcipline,are by ſome 
thought neceſſary topoint outthe true Church, 
their meaning inthis, 'isnothing cls, butto ſhew 
whatand how much is neceſſarily required,tothe 
erfe& and abſolute conſtiturionof the outward. 
_ faceofaChurche./ But they are veryefarre'from 
thinking thiatthoſe congregationscannotbeatal 
accounted the Churches of God, whichwanree- 
cleſiaſticall diſcipline, ſorthartheword of God be | 
ttulicand ſoundly preachodiinthem,/Thoſe'con« | 
on, gr and aſſembliesrhen; which want Di | 
pline;arcindeed rhe Churches of God, bur yet 
lame,vnperfe& and maimed Churches.Aswecal 
himaman,though hehaue both his ——— 
| "+ 
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ſachatheebe living & haue the vſe of his reaſott. 
Notwithſtandiog, allthoſe Countries, who (ha- 
wing nh delarymiidrodala the rv 
lively word of God)doas yet want this di 
he toknow,thatthis ſhuld be theirchieſe wk 
ant continualendeuor,euen thatthey may with- 
! outdelay,joyncandaddevntotheirChurchthis 
notable ornament, namely, Ecclefiaſticall Diſci- 
pline, asitispreſctibed inthe writinges ofthe A+ 
poſiles,and ſothey ſhallnotonly-hauethe bones 
and finowes:, durkiiog the bloud;colour,beau+ 
ty,and retaine the cblnkas ſtrength ofa Church; 
And in this point,that ſpecche ol the holy ghoſt; 
| iscarefullyrobehearkned vnto,thatweoughtto 
make ſtraight ſteps vnto ourfeet, leaſtthat which 
halteth;bear length clean turned outof the way 
' Forif thoſe R—_ which arencedful,berhrough 
careleſneſſe negieRedi in the Church of Godz-it 


| willcometopaſle , thatin proceſſe of time; the 


Church ſclte,wil] beclean alienated from God: 
And inaſmuch as this Diſcipline whereof wee- 
ſpeake , isſetdowne- inthe frſt Epiſtle of Tims 
therforeLhaueprincipally choſenir;inthe expoi = 
ding-wherof, [thought good, brieflyto ſerdown 
my iudgementcon cerningthis wholeargument. 
Diuers &many,bothnewand olde writers, being 
"indeed learned men, haue written vpon thisE 
ile : Buramongſtchereſt,one Claudius Spenſz: - 
us,cſpeciallycndeuouredtoſhew,how much he 
was able to write , concerning the Diſcipline of 
the Church. For belidesa large commentarie 
+ a > © that . 
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thathe hathwiittetvpori thertexr icfelfe;he hath 
_ alfo publiſhed inotefſe then/threetedious' books | 

of digreſſions/(as hecalleth them)vpon' this verie 
fame Epiſtle; Buthe is ſofarre inmy iudgement, | 
 fromibeing@helpe vnto any man by his 'bookes, - 

thatin my dajes , I haue knowen nothing more. 
obſcure;then hisvetiecommentary;and nothing 
more confuſed; and out of order;theryare his in+ 
- tricate diſcourſes. For theſe Schoolmen;of whoſe |} 
 numberthisSpenſzus wason,are blindedby the | 
. iuftindgemenrof God; andfogiuer to obſcuri 
tic, thatinthe moſtthinges they vnderſtand not | 
themſclues, becauſe their onely bringing vpis in | 

_ darknes,andvaine angling” Indeed; when Thad 

lightedvpontheſecommentaries,and could pro-. 
ficmyſclfenothing ar all by them;the beſt courle 
that I could take, was to betake me from his wan, 
 dering digrefhons,vatothe right way itſelfe, that 
15,vntotherextofthe Apoſtle, andifoavtheolde 

_ provterbeſaith; I drankegand haſted awayiForm 
ſelfe,vhatl haucattained vntoby this my trauel,; 
and 'howe. much I haue manifeſted this cauſe, 
_ Which otherwiſe;for wantof pradtiſe;nowetheſe 
nany yeares was growen outofvic, &the kniows | 
ledge gfmen,lerothers indge; Thos much Imay | 
bouldlye affirme', that was notabterobring to | 
light-theſe olde rubuſhes of antiquities withour” | 
greatlabaut;.and paines. Howfocuerit bee,l in- - | 
treatthe- Lord God{thattheſemylaboursmay be | 
profitable vnto his Church-andacceptableviito 
43 "I: ; And 
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vato whome [ docemoſt humbly, and willinglie 


dedicatethis worke, if itmay bce but approoued | 


of you, lh: 


and diucrſe cauſes of waight, why,l ſhould dedi. 
catethis trauel of mine vnto your excellency, but 
this in ſpecial. And tharis ,thatwhercas, by the 
bleGing of GOD,:and your greatwiſedome,and 
oem the Churches of Zealand, Holland, and 
the whole coaſt therabouts haue obrained peace 


| TIthiake nothing moreprofitable,and moreneceſ« 
 & faric, for thecſtabliſhingand preleruing of aright 


oucrnementinchem, thenare the things which 
hauc handled inthis Commentarie. For euen, 
as the contemptand negle&t of the Churche Di- 


F ſcipline; hath broughtruine vato the Churche: 
ſotae careful obſcruation.thereot,beeing orday-: 


nedaccording vntotherule of the Apoſtles,hath 


not onclie maintained theſoundnesand puritis 


of the heauenly doctrine. amongeſt men: butal- 
fo hath,amended (and. rerained-in the oobcdi- 
ence of:.G O D) the manners and behaviour of 
thoſe that profeſſed thename of Chriſt, if atany 
time they ſeemed to decline from the lincerc of, 
their profeſsion, 


$46, 


To bee thorte.,, this ſis Got Dikcplne is 
botha moſt ſtrong fortreſle againſt here esand 
Schiſmes that are comming vppe z. and a moſt. 
excellent EO aracal and counterpoyſon a+ 


| : gainſt tho 


that are alreadi growen. Andal- 
though 


al take youraccepration As agreat fruit 
of cl ns es bo Thereare many / 
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Tknowe'; that your excellencye wants | 
meanes tocome vnto the knowledge of | 
theſe thinges,by thelearned conferences,which 
you may have with divers of great knowledg! 


_ andlearning, andeſpecially with that honorable 


and wotthic man, Phillip Marnixus,the Lord of 
the mount of Saint Aldegond, & with that faith. | 
full Miniſter of God, M, Taffinne; yetnorwith- 
ſtanding Ithoughrit noramiſſe for me,to beſtow 
_ this my talent according vnto mineabilitie, vnto 
the common behoofe and profiteof your Chur- 
ches, thatthey may vnderſland, both whar great 
good will,I'beare viito them from|myheart,cuen 
inreſpe& of your excellencie, and alſo howe vn-= 
ceſſantly I pray vnto the Lord,to vouchſafethem 
all peacc and proſperity. Kea? 
-Tocomevnder yourlſelfe(moſtnoble Prince) 
tis not vnknowen, how well you have deferued, 
both atthe handes of all men profeſling religion, 
and eſpecially ofour Countrey men in Fraunce, 
Of wholeſafety & preſeruation, both your ſelfe, 
and thatnobleEarle your brother, Count Lodo« 
wick (whoſe famous and happy memory,l hope, 
will neuerdecayin Gods Church) haue bene al- | 
waies efpeciallye carefull, For by the force and ! 
counſell of you two, the French Churches haue' | 
benea long timeproteRed from the moſt barba- 
rous crueltie, which by theirenemies have bene | 
| offeredvnro them, contraryro the lawes of their 
Countrey, and'the cuſtome of all antiquity, In | 
concluſton;your renown, 6: ECO | 
| 0 ot wo of 
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ofallmenin Chriſtendome, thatyourmatch/ 
theconſtant defending of the good cauſe; 'isnot 
every whereto be found amongſtmen. Foryou 
haue-deliuered the*Countrey 'committed vntb 
your gouernment, fromthe tyrannie ofthe Spa- 


niards, and all forraine enemies: you have by vt 


»> "#- F 


fie manner ; healed the breaches '6of the 'Lower | 


countrey , that was lamentablie tornein ſundet 


by inward broiles and diſcord, and hauereſtored | 
them to their former ancient liberty and honor, 
You haue put the enemies to flight, beingnowe 


ready todeuidethe ſpoil, and carrying before you 
the enſigne of Chriltes cauſe, gotten the victorie 
and triumphed ouerthem. You arc renowned 
by all men,asa patrone of godlihesand pietic, & 


the moſt valiant yphoulderof publike iuſticeand | 


peace.So that you which hauc done ſogreatand 
z of theking- 


TALL 


dome of out Lotde Teſus Chrilt;a 


of theliberties of yout Countrey, doe alſo juſtly 


deſerue to bee well ſpoken of by all men, Foras 
Euripides faith, mens good deedes doe alwaies 
procure good ſpeches to be vitered intheir praiſe 


 andcommendacions. As to my lelfe,right excel- 


lent Prince, {cing I doevnderſtand,thatſo many 
of your admirable and worthy aQtions,are eyeric 


where commended throughthe world, I thought 


. it myduty,ro leaucthis worke asa teſtimonie of 


3 my 


i loytes rhat you havearchiened;for 
_  thedefence of gods glory,is ſo rifein the mouths 
tch'in 
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fallgand. will rogards-yourexcellencie,; 
and, of. .my-poorecndeuour 20 publiſh abroad the 
adacion of yourdeſcrucd praiſe and. re- 
Rape. Thewhich labauc of mine, [earneſtly 
Entreatyour excellencie, to acceptin good,part, 
The Lord whois God alonegeteraal,wiſc ,g00d; 
jubaad mercifull, trengehen andconfirme you, 
a$hee did, Daniell with his holy ſpitite, and prer 
| ſereyonamongys, andelpegjalis ln, che Lowe: 


- 


Lountries(farthe ſupport &.defence of hischyich 


in SATFERGS andproſperitic many yeares, Geac- 
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